"EFOREß2EADING

4HEß0RINCEßANDßTHEß0AUPER
.OVELßBYß-ARKß4WAIN
$RAMATIZEDßBYß*OELLENß"LAND

Who would you BE if you
could?
(AVEßYOUßEVERßLOOKEDßATßSOMEONEßELSE´SßLIFEßANDßFELTßTHATßITßMUSTßBEß
SOßMUCHßMOREßEXCITINGßTHANßYOURßOWNß!LMOSTßEVERYONEßHASßHADßTHATß
FEELINGß7E´VEßALLßWONDEREDßWHATßITßMIGHTßBEßLIKEßTOßTRADEßPLACESßWITHß
AßFAMOUSßACTORßORßATHLETEß"UTßWOULDßITßREALLYßBEßTHATßGREAT
I would like to be

QROK>KAQ>IH 7ITHßAßCLASSMATE ßCHOOSEßAßPERSONßWHOSEßLIFEßYOUß
MIGHTßLIKEßTOßLEADßFORßAßWHILEß7HATßDOßYOUßTHINKßISßGREATßABOUTßTHATß
LIFEß-AKEßAßLISTßATßTHEßLEFTß.OW ßTRYßTOßIMAGINEßSOMEßOFßTHEßLESSß
ENJOYABLEßPARTSßOFßTHISßPERSON´SßLIFEß,ISTßTHOSEßASßWELLß$ISCUSSßWITHßAß
CLASSMATEßWHETHERßYOUßMIGHTßSTILLßWANTßTOßTRADEßPLACES

That personÕs life seems
fun because:

4EXTß!NALYSISß#ONFLICTßINß$RAMA
4HEßPLOTßISßAßSERIESßOFßRELATEDßACTIONSßANDßEVENTSßINßAßSTORYß.OVELS ß
SHORTßSTORIES ßANDßPLAYSßALLßHAVEßPLOTSß-OSTßPLOTSßFOCUSßONßTHEß
CONFLICTS ßORßPROBLEMS ßTHATßTHEßCHARACTERSßFACEß)NßAßNOVELßORßSTORY ß
AßNARRATORßMAYßPROVIDEßINFORMATIONßABOUTßTHEßCONFLICTß)NßAßDRAMA ß
ORßPLAY ßYOUßMUSTßDETERMINEßTHEßCONFLICTßBASEDßONLYßONßWHATßTHEß
CHARACTERSßSAYßANDßDO
But it might not be
fun because:
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ß !SßTHEßCHARACTERSßINßAßPLAYßTRYßTOßSOLVEßTHEIRßCONFLICTS ßTHEYßOFTENßRUNß
INTOßOTHERßPROBLEMSßORßOBSTACLESßCALLEDßCOMPLICATIONSß#OMPLICATIONSß
MAKEßAßSTORYßMOREßINTERESTINGß4HEßPLAYßYOUßAREßABOUTßTOßREADßISß
BROKENßINTOßEIGHTßSCENES ßORßPARTS ßANDßFOCUSESßONßTWOßYOUNGßBOYSß
WHOßSWITCHßPLACESßANDßTHENßTRYßTOßGETßBACKßTOßTHEIRßNORMALßLIVESß
!SßYOUßREAD ßYOUßWILLßTAKEßNOTESßONßTHEIRßCONFLICTSßANDßHOWßTHESEß
CONFLICTSßDEVELOPßDURINGßTHEßPLAYß

2EADINGß3TRATEGYß2EADINGßAß0LAY
)NßTHEßTEXTßOFßAßPLAY ßSTAGEßDIRECTIONSßGIVEßIMPORTANTßINFORMATIONßTHATß
READERSßWOULDßNORMALLYßSEEßORßHEARßINßAßPERFORMANCE ßSUCHßAS

ßSETTING ßSCENERY ßANDßPROPSß7ESTMINSTERß0ALACE ß%NGLAND ß3CENEß ßLINEß
ßMUSIC ßSOUNDßEFFECTS ßANDßLIGHTINGß&ANFAREßOFßTRUMPETSßISßHEARD ß
3CENEß ßLINESß¯

ß#HARACTERS´ßMOVEMENTS ßBEHAVIOR ßORßWAYSßOFßSPEAKINGßSURPRISED ß
STANDINGßUPßQUICKLY ß3CENEß ßLINEß ß
!SßYOUßREADßTHEßPLAY ßYOUßWILLßUSEßAßCHARTßLIKEßTHEßONEßBELOWßTOßNOTEß
EXAMPLESßOFßSTAGEßDIRECTIONSßANDßTELLßWHATßTHEYßHELPßYOUßUNDERSTAND
3TAGEß$IRECTION

4YPEßOFß$IRECTION

7HATß)Tß4ELLSß-E

Fanfare of trumpets is
heard. (Scene 3,
lines 233 _ 234)

Sound effects

Someone important is
entering.

6OCABULARYßINß#ONTEXT
QROK>KAQ>IH 7ITHßAßPARTNER ßTAKEßTURNSßREADINGßALOUDßTHEß
6OCABULARYßWORDS ßDEFINITIONS ßANDßSAMPLEßSENTENCESßBELOWß5SEßTHEß
DEFINITIONS ßSENTENCES ßANDßVISUALßVOCABULARYßTOßLEARNßTHEßWORDS

0AUPERß0!7ßPER ßISßAßNOUNßTHATßMEANSßAßVERYß
POORßPERSON
%LLAßWASßSADßTOßSEEßTHEßHUNGRYßPAUPERßLIVINGß
ONßTHEßSTREET

!FFLICTIONßUHß&,)+ßSHUHN ßISßAßNOUNßTHATßMEANSß
AßCAUSEßOFßPAINßANDßSUFFERING
7HENß2AULßHURTßHISßLEG ßHISßAFFLICTIONßCAUSEDß
HIMßTOßUSEßCRUTCHESßWHENßHEßWALKED

4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2



%NGLISHß,ANGUAGEß3KILLS
6OCABULARYßINß#ONTEXTßCONTINUED
)MPOSTORßIMß0/3ßTER ßISßAßNOUNßTHATß
MEANSßAßPERSONßWHOßPRETENDSßTOßBEß
SOMEONEßELSEßTOßTRICKßOTHERS
7EßWEREßNOTßFOOLEDßBYßTHEßIMPOSTER ß
EVENßTHOUGHßHEßLOOKEDßJUSTßLIKEß,EE
3UCCESSORßSUHKß3%3ßER ßISßAßNOUNßTHATß
MEANSßAßPERSONßWHOßFOLLOWSßANOTHERßINß
OFFICEßORßPOSITION
/URßPRINCIPALßCHOSEßAßNEWßPRINCIPAL ß
-RSß'ONZALES ßTOßBEßHISßSUCCESSORß
NEXTßYEAR

6OCABULARYß0RACTICE
QROK>KAQ>IH 7ORKßWITHßAßPARTNERßTOßIDENTIFYßEACHßSTATEMENTßABOUTß
Aß6OCABULARYßWORDßASßTRUEßORßFALSEß
ß

ß!ßPAUPERßISßAßRICHßPERSONß

ßß

ß9OUßWOULDßSEEßAßDOCTORßFORßANßAFFLICTIONß

ßß

ß!NßIMPOSTERßDOESßNOTßTRYßTOßTRICKßPEOPLE

ßß

ß!ßPRINCEßWOULDßBEßAßSUCCESSORßTOßHISßFATHER ßTHEßKING

'RAMMARßINß#ONTEXT
3OMETIMESßINßAßPLAYßORßSTORY ßONEßCHARACTERßWILLßSPEAKßDIRECTLYßTOß
ANOTHERßCHARACTERßANDßUSEßHISßORßHERßNAMEß4HISßISßCALLEDßDIRECTßADDRESSß
#OMMAS ßAREßALWAYSßUSEDßINßAßSENTENCEßTOßSETßOFFßDIRECTßADDRESSß,OOKß
ATßTHISßEXAMPLEß
#OMEßINTOßTHEßPALACEßWITHßME ß4OM
)NßTHEßSENTENCEßABOVE ßTHEßDIRECTßADDRESSßAPPEARSßATßTHEßENDßOFßTHEß
SENTENCEß4HEßCHARACTERßISßTALKINGßDIRECTLYßTOßANOTHERßCHARACTERßNAMEDß
4OMß.OTICEßTHEßCOMMAßBEFOREßTHEßNAMEß4OM
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$IRECTßADDRESSßCANßALSOßAPPEARßATßTHEßBEGINNINGßORßINßTHEßMIDDLEßOFßAß
SENTENCEß,OOKßATßTHESEßEXAMPLES
-YßLORD ß)ßAMßFRIGHTENED
!NDßNOW ß4OM ß)ßGOßTOßBED
.OTICEßTHATßINßBOTHßSENTENCES ßTHEßDIRECTßADDRESSßISßSETßOFFßBYßCOMMAS

'RAMMARß0RACTICE
TOFQBFQ 7ORKßWITHßAßPARTNERßTOßINSERTßCOMMASßAROUNDßTHEßDIRECTß
ADDRESSßINßTHEßSENTENCESßBELOW
ß4OMßYOUßLOOKßJUSTßLIKEßTHEßPRINCE
ß7HEREßDIDßYOUßPUTßMYßCLOTHESß%DWARD
ßß#ANßYOUßBELIEVEßMYßKINGßTHATßWEßAREßNOTßFARßFROMßHOME

!CADEMICß6OCABULARYß
4HEßFOLLOWINGß!CADEMICß6OCABULARYßWORDßWILLßHELPßYOUßTALKßANDßWRITEß
ABOUTßTHEßSELECTIONßTHATßFOLLOWSß
!FFECTßUHß&%+4 ßISßAßVERBßTHATßMEANSßTOßACTßONßSOMETHINGßORßCAUSEßAß
CHANGEß4HEßPASTßTENSEßISßAFFECTED
!BOUTß9OU

!BOUTßTHEß3ELECTION

3TUDYINGßFORßAßTESTßAFFECTSßYOURß
GRADE

"EINGßAßPRINCEßAFFECTSßHOWßPEOPLEß
TREATß%DWARD

!CADEMICß6OCABULARYßINß!CTION
-ULTIPLE MEANINGßWORDSßAREßWORDSßTHATßHAVEßDIFFERENTßMEANINGSß
DEPENDINGßONßHOWßTHEYßAREßUSEDßINßAßSENTENCEß!FFECTßISßANßEXAMPLEß
OFßAßMULTIPLE MEANINGßWORD
4HEßNEWSPAPERßPICTURESßOFßTHEßFIREßAFFECTEDß'ITAßANDßMADEßHERßFEELß
SADßFORßTHEßPEOPLEßWHOßHADßLOSTßTHEIRßHOUSE
)NßTHEßSENTENCEßABOVE ßAFFECTEDßMEANSßMADEßSOMEONEßSADß4HEßWORDSß
±FIRE ²ß±SAD ²ßANDß±LOSTßTHEIRßHOUSE²ßINßTHEßSENTENCEßAREßCLUESßTOßTHISß
MEANINGßOFßAFFECT

4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2



Prince
and the

-ONITORß9OUR #OMPREHENSION

3%4ß!ß0520/3%ß
&/2ß2%!$).'

The

2EADß4HEß0RINCEßANDßTHEß
0AUPERßTOßDISCOVERßWHATß
HAPPENSßWHENßTWOßVERYß
DIFFERENTßBOYSßTRADEßPLACES

Pauper

ß M A R K ß T WA I N
$RAMATIZEDßBYß J O E L L E N ß B L A N D
.OVELßBY

?>@HDOLRKA 7HILEßTHISßPLAY´SßEVENTSßAREß
FICTIONAL ßTHEßCHARACTERß%DWARD ß0RINCEßOFß7ALES ß
ISßBASEDßONßAßREALßCHILDß%DWARD´SßFATHERßWASß
+INGß(ENRYß6)))ß!SßKING ß(ENRYßHADßENORMOUSß
POWERß(EßWANTEDßHISßSONß%DWARDßTOßBEßHISß
HEIR°THEßPERSONßWHOßWOULDßTAKEßOVERßTHEßTHRONEß
ANDßRULEß%NGLANDßAFTERß(ENRYßDIEDß(ENRYßDIEDß
INß ßANDß0RINCEß%DWARDßBECAMEßKINGßATßTHEß
AGEßOFßß!SßKINGßOFß%NGLAND ßHEßWASßSOßPOWERFULß
THATßHEßCOULDßCHANGEßAßPERSON´SßLIFEß(EßCOULDß
RAISEßSOMEONE´SßRANK ßORßSOCIALßPOSITION ßBYßGIVINGß
THATßPERSONßAßTITLE ßORßANßHONORARYßPOSITIONßINß
THEßKINGDOMß(EßCOULDßALSOßTAKEßAWAYßTITLESß
ANDßPROPERTY ßSUCHßASßLAND ßFROMßPEOPLEßWHOß
DISPLEASEDßHIM

#(!2!#4%23
%DWARD Prince of Wales

*USTICE

4OMß#ANTY the Pauper

#ONSTABLE

,ORDß(ERTFORD

*AILER

,ORDß3Tß*OHN

3IRß(UGHß(ENDON

+INGß(ENRYß6)))

4WOß0RISONERS

(ERALD

4WOß'UARDS

-ILESß(ENDON

4HREEß0AGES

*OHNß#ANTY Tom’s f ather

,ORDSßANDß,ADIES

(UGO a young thief

6ILLAGERS

4WOß7OMEN
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3#%.%ß/.%
4IME 1547.
3ETTING Westminster Palace, England. Gates leading to

courtyard are at right. Slightly to the left, off courtyard and
inside gates, interior of palace anteroom1 is visible. There is a
couch with a rich robe draped on it, screen at rear, bellcord,
mirror, chairs, and a table with bowl of nuts, and a large
golden seal 2 on it. Piece of armor hangs on one wall. Exits are
rear and downstage.
!Tß#URTAINß2ISE Two Guards—one at right, one at left—


stand in front of gates, and several Villagers hover nearby,
straining to see into courtyard where Prince may be seen
through fence, playing. Two Women enter right. A
STß7OMAN I have walked all morning just to have a

glimpse of Westminster Palace.
NDß7OMAN Maybe if we can get near enough to the gates,

we can have a glimpse of the young Prince. (Tom Canty,
dirty and ragged, comes out of crowd and steps close to gates.)
4OM I have always dreamed of seeing a real Prince!

A
ß

ß 2%!$).'ß!ß0,!9

!ßPLAYßUSUALLYßBEGINSß
WITHßSOMEßINFORMATIONß
ONßTHEßSETTING ßORßWHENß
ANDßWHEREßTHEßPLAYßTAKESß
PLACEß5NDERLINEßTHEßSTAGEß
DIRECTIONSßTHATßGIVEßYOUß
INFORMATIONßABOUTßTHEß
SETTING

(Excited, he presses his nose against gates.)


STß'UARD Mind your manners, you young beggar! (Seizes

Tom by collar and sends him sprawling into crowd. Villagers
laugh, as Tom slowly gets to his feet.) B
0RINCEß(rushing to gates). How dare you treat a poor subject of

the King in such a manner! Open the gates and let him in!
(As Villagers see Prince, they take off their hats and bow low.)
6ILLAGERSß(shouting together). Long live the Prince of Wales!

(Guards open gates and Tom slowly passes through, as if in a
dream.)

Bß

#/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!

)NßAßPLAY ßCONFLICTSßAREßOFTENß
STRUGGLESßTHATßCHARACTERSß
HAVEßWITHßONEßANOTHERß
7HATßCONFLICTßTAKESßPLACEß
ATßTHEßSTARTßOFßTHISßPLAYß
7HOßISßINVOLVED
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????

 ANTEROOMß!.ßTEEßROOM 7ßANßOUTERßROOMßTHATßLEADSßTOßANOTHERßROOMß)TßISß
OFTENßUSEDßASßAßWAITINGßROOM
ß ß GOLDENßSEALßTHEß3EALßOFß%NGLAND ßANßOBJECTßUSEDßTOßSTAMPßAßSPECIALßDESIGN ß
USUALLYßAßPICTUREßOFßTHEßRULER ßONTOßAßDOCUMENTßTOßSHOWßTHATßITßHASßROYALß
APPROVAL
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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0RINCEß(to Tom). You look tired, and you have been treated


cruelly. I am Edward, Prince of Wales. What is your name?
4OMß(looking around in awe). Tom Canty, Your Highness.
0RINCE Come into the palace with me, Tom. (Prince leads

Tom into anteroom. Villagers pantomime3 conversation, and
all but a few exit.) Where do you live, Tom?
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß 4OMß#ANTYßWAITSßINßAßCROWDßTOßSEEß0RINCEß
%DWARDßATß7ESTMINSTERß0ALACEß7HENß4OMßGETSßTOOßCLOSEßTOßTHEß
PALACEßGATES ßAßGUARDßTHROWSßHIMßTOßTHEßGROUNDß0RINCEß%DWARDß
SEESßWHATßHAPPENSßANDßOBJECTSßTOßTHEßWAYßTHEßGUARDßTREATSß4OMß
0RINCEß%DWARDßINVITESß4OMßTOßCOMEßINSIDEßTHEßPALACE

Cß

4OM In the city, Your Highness, in Offal Court.

ß ,!.'5!'%ß#/!#(ß

4WAINßMAKESßAßPUN ßORßAß
PLAYßONßWORDS ßINßTHEßNAMEß
OFß4OM´SßHOMEß±/FFAL²ßISßAß
WORDßTHATßREFERSßTOßGARBAGE ß
ANDßITßSOUNDSßTHEßSAMEßASß
±AWFUL²

C

0RINCE Offal Court? That is an odd name. Do you have

parents?
4OM Yes, Your Highness.
0RINCE How does your father treat you?


4OM If it please you, Your Highness, when I am not able to

beg a penny for our supper, he treats me to beatings.
0RINCEß(shocked). What! Beatings? My father is not a calm

D
ß ß

man, but he does not beat me. (looks at Tom thoughtfully)
You speak well and have an easy grace. Have you been
schooled? D

2%!$).'ß!ß0,!9

2EREADßLINESß¯ß5NDERLINE
THEßSTAGEßDIRECTIONSß7HATß
DOßTHEYßTELLßYOUßABOUTß
%DWARD

our house in Offal Court has taught me from his books.

????????????????????????????

4OM Pleasant enough, Your Highness, save when I am

????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????

4OM Very little, Your Highness. A good priest who shares
0RINCE Do you have a pleasant life in Offal Court?


hungry. We have Punch and Judy shows,4 and sometimes
we lads have fights in the street.
ß ß PANTOMIMEß0!.ßTUHßMYM ßTOßUSEßMOVEMENTSßINSTEADßOFßWORDSßTOßTELLß
AßSTORY
ß ß 0UNCHßANDß*UDYßSHOWSßAßPOPULARßTYPEßOFßPUPPETßSHOW



%,, !$!04%$ ).4%2!#4)6% 2%!$%2

-ONITORß9OURß#OMPREHENSION

0RINCEß(eagerly). I should like that. Tell me more.
4OM In summer, we run races and swim in the river, and

we love to wallow in the mud.
0RINCEß(sighing, wistfully). If I could wear your clothes

and play in the mud just once, with no one to forbid me,
I think I could give up the crown!
4OMß (shaking his head ). And if I could wear your fine

clothes just once, Your Highness . . .
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß 4OMßISßPOOR ßHEßHASßLITTLEßEDUCATION ßANDßHISß
FATHERßBEATSßHIMß"UTßHEßHASßFUNßPLAYINGßWITHßOTHERßCHILDRENß4OMß
WISHESßHEßHADßAßFINEßLIFEßLIKEßTHEßPRINCE´Sß4HEßPRINCEßWISHESßHEßHADß
MOREßFREEDOMßTOßPLAY ßLIKEß4OM



7HATßDOESßEACHßBOYßENVYß
ABOUTßTHEßOTHER´SßLIFEß
$ISCUSSßYOURßANSWERßWITHßAß
PARTNER

0RINCE Would you like that? Come, then. We shall change

places. You can take off your rags and put on my clothes—
and I will put on yours. (He leads Tom behind screen, and
they return shortly, each wearing the other’s clothes.) Let’s look
at ourselves in this mirror. (leads Tom to mirror)
4OM Oh, Your Highness, it is not proper for me to wear

such clothes.
0RINCEß(excitedly, as he looks in mirror). Heavens, do you not

see it? We look like brothers! We have the same features
and bearing.5 If we went about together, dressed alike, there
 is no one who could say which is the Prince of Wales and
which is Tom Canty!
4OMß (drawing back and rubbing his hand ). Your Highness,

I am frightened. . . .
0RINCE Do not worry. (seeing Tom rub his hand ) Is that a

bruise on your hand?
4OM Yes, but it is a slight thing, Your Highness.

 FEATURESßANDßBEARINGßFACIALßAPPEARANCEßANDßWAYßOFßSTANDINGßORßWALKING
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2



-ONITORß9OUR #OMPREHENSION

0RINCEß(angrily). It was shameful and cruel of that guard

to strike you. Do not stir a step until I come back. I
command you! (He picks up golden Seal of England and
 carefully puts it into piece of armor. He then dashes out to
gates.) Open! Unbar the gates at once! (2nd Guard opens
gates, and as Prince runs out, in rags, 1st Guard seizes him,
boxes him on the ear 6 and knocks him to the ground.) E
6)35!,ß6/#!"5,!29

STß'UARD Take that, you little beggar, for the trouble you

!RMORß!(2ßMER ßISßAßMETALß
COVERINGßTHATßFIGHTERSßWOREß
INß%UROPEßHUNDREDSßOFßYEARSß
AGOß!RMORßPROTECTEDßTHEß
CHEST ßARMS ßANDßEVENßLEGSß
FROMßSWORDS ßARROWS ßORß
OTHERßWEAPONS

have made for me with the Prince. (Villagers roar with
laughter.)
0RINCEß(picking himself up, turning on Guard furiously). I am

Prince of Wales! You shall hang for laying your hand on me!
STß'UARDß(presenting arms 7 mockingly). I salute Your


ß 2%!$).'ß!ß0,!9
3OMETIMESßSTAGEßDIRECTIONSß
GIVEßYOUßVERYßIMPORTANTß
INFORMATIONßTHATßISßNOTßINß
THEßDIALOGUEßOFßTHEßPLAYß
5NDERLINEßWHATßTHEßPRINCEß
DOESßWITHßTHEß3EALßOFß
%NGLAND
Eß

Fß

#/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!
7HATßCONFLICTßDOESßTHEß
PRINCEßFACEß7ITHßWHOMß
DOESßHEßHAVEßAßCONFLICT
4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

Gracious Highness! (Then, angrily, 1st Guard shoves Prince
roughly aside.) Be off, you mad bag of rags! (Prince is
surrounded by Villagers, who hustle him off.)
6ILLAGERSß(ad lib,8 as they exit, shouting). Make way for His

Royal Highness! Make way for the Prince of Wales! Hail to
the Prince! (etc.) F
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß 0RINCEß%DWARDßANDß4OMßTRADEßCLOTHESß4HEYß
LOOKßLIKEßTWINSß4HEßPRINCEßHIDESßTHEß3EALßOFß%NGLANDßINßSOMEß
ARMORß4OMßSTAYSßINßTHEßPALACEßWHILEßTHEßPRINCEßSEARCHESßFORßTHEß
GUARDßWHOßMISTREATEDß4OMß4HEßPRINCEßSTILLßWEARSß4OM´SßCLOTHES ß
SOßEVERYONEßMISTAKESßHIMßFORß4OMß

ß(OWßDOßPEOPLEßTREATß0RINCEß%DWARDßWHENßTHEYßTHINKßHEßISß4OMß
#IRCLEßßTHEßSTATEMENTSßTHATßTELLßYOU

4OMß(admiring himself in mirror). If only the boys in Offal

Court could see me! They will not believe me when I tell
them about this. (looks around anxiously) But where is
 BOXESßHIMßONßTHEßEARßHITSßHIMßONßTHEßEAR
ß PRESENTINGßARMSßSALUTINGßSOMEONEßIMPORTANTßBYßHOLDINGßUPßAßSWORDßORßOTHERß
WEAPON
ß ß ADßLIBßMAKEßUPßLINESßABOUTßWHATßISßGOINGßONßRATHERßTHANßUSINGßAßSCRIPT
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the Prince? (Looks cautiously into courtyard. Two Guards
 immediately snap to attention and salute. He quickly ducks back
into anteroom as Lords Hertford and St. John enter at rear.)
(ERTFORDß(going toward Tom, then stopping and bowing low).

My Lord, you look distressed. What is wrong?
4OMß (trembling). Oh, I beg of you, be merciful. I am no

Prince, but poor Tom Canty of Offal Court. Please let me
see the Prince, and he will give my rags back to me and let
me go unhurt. (kneeling) Please, be merciful and spare me!
(ERTFORDß(puzzled and disturbed). Your Highness, on your

knees? To me? (bows quickly, then, aside to St. John) The
 Prince has gone mad! We must inform the King. (to Tom) A
moment, your Highness. (Hertford and St. John exit rear.)
4OM Oh, there is no hope for me now. They will hang

me for certain! (Hertford and St. John re-enter, supporting
King. Tom watches in awe as they help him to couch, where
he sinks down wearily.) G
+INGß(beckoning Tom close to him). Now, my son, Edward,

my prince. What is this? Do you mean to deceive me, the
King, your father, who loves you and treats you so kindly?
4OMß (dropping to his knees). You are the King? Then I have


G
ß ß

2%!$).'ß!ß0,!9

2EREADßLINESß¯ß7HATß
INFORMATIONßDOßYOUßGETß
ABOUTßTHEßKINGßINßTHESEßLINESß
#IRCLEßßTHEßSTAGEßDIRECTIONSß
THATßDESCRIBEßTHEßKING´Sß
ACTIONS

no hope!
+INGß(stunned 9). My child, you are not well. Do not break

your father’s old heart. Say you know me.
4OM Yes, you are my lord the King, whom God preserve.
+ING True, that is right. Now, you will not deny that you

are Prince of Wales, as they say you did just a while ago?
4OM I beg you, Your Grace, believe me. I am the lowest of

your subjects,10 being born a pauper, and it is by a great
mistake that I am here. I am too young to die. Oh, please,
spare me, sire!
 STUNNEDßSHOCKEDßORßSURPRISED
ßß SUBJECTSßPEOPLEßRULEDßBYßTHEßKING

6/#!"5,!29
4HEßWORDßPAUPERß0!7ßPER ß
ISßAßNOUNßTHATßMEANSßAßVERYß
POORßPERSON
5NDERLINEßTHEßPHRASEßINßTHEß
SAMEßSENTENCEßTHATßGIVESß
AßCLUEßTOßTHEßMEANINGßOFß
PAUPER
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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+INGß(amazed). Die? Do not talk so, my child. You shall

not die.
4OMß(gratefully). God save you, my king! And now, may

I go?
+ING Go? Where would you go?
4OM Back to the alley where I was born and bred to
H
ß ß

misery.

,!.'5!'%ß#/!#(

2EREADßLINESß¯ß4HEN ß
WORKINGßWITHßAßPARTNER ß
PRACTICEßREADINGßTHESEßLINESß
OFßDIALOGUEßALOUDß/NEß
PERSONßSHOULDßPLAYßTHEßKING ß
ANDßTHEßOTHERßSHOULDßPLAYß
4OMß$ON´TßREADßTHEßSTAGEß
DIRECTIONSßALOUD ßANDßFOCUSß
CLOSELYßONßTHEßPUNCTUATIONß
ASßYOUßREAD

H

).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß 4HEßPALACEßGUARDS ß,ORDSß(ERTFORDßANDß3Tß*OHN ß
ANDßTHEßPRINCE´SßFATHERßALLßMISTAKEß4OMßFORßTHEßPRINCEß4OMßTELLSß
THEMßWHOßHEßREALLYßIS ßBUTßTHEYßDON´TßBELIEVEßHIMßANDßTHINKßHEß
MAYßBEßMENTALLYßILL

+ING My poor child, rest your head here. (He holds Tom’s

head and pats his shoulder, then turns to Hertford and
St. John.) Alas, I am old and ill, and my son is mad. But
11
 this shall pass. Mad or sane, he is my heir and shall rule
England. Tomorrow he shall be installed and confirmed in
his princely dignity! Bring the Great Seal!
(ERTFORDß(bowing low). Please, Your Majesty, you took the

7HYßDOESßTHEßKINGßASKß4OMß
TOßGIVEßHIMßTHEß'REATß3EALß
7HYßDOESß4OMßNOTßKNOWß
WHEREßITßISß$ISCUSSßYOURß
ANSWERSßWITHßAßCLASSMATE

Great Seal from the Chancellor two days ago to give to His
Highness the Prince.
+ING So I did. (to Tom) My child, tell me, where is the

Great Seal?
4OMß(trembling). Indeed, my lord, I do not know.

6/#!"5,!29
4HEßWORDßAFFLICTIONßUHß&,)+ß
SHUHN ßISßAßNOUNßTHATßMEANSß
AßCAUSEßOFßPAINßANDßSUFFERING

+ING Ah, your affliction hangs heavily upon you. ’Tis no


matter. You will remember later. Listen, carefully! (gently,
but firmly) I command you to hide your affliction in all

ßß SANEßOFßSOUNDßMIND ßNOTßCRAZY
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ways that be within your power. You shall deny to no one
that you are the true prince, and if your memory should
fail you upon any occasion of state, you shall be advised by
your uncle, the Lord Hertford.
4OMß (resigned). The King has spoken. The King shall be

obeyed.
+ING And now, my child, I go to rest. (He stands weakly,

and Hertford leads him off, rear.)


4OMß (wearily, to St. John). May it please your lordship to let

me rest now?
3Tß*OHN So it please Your Highness, it is for you to

command and us to obey. But it is wise that you rest, for
this evening you must attend the Lord Mayor’s banquet in
your honor. (He pulls bellcord, and Three Pages12 enter and
kneel before Tom.)
4OM Banquet? (Terrified, he sits on couch and reaches for

cup of water, but 1st Page instantly seizes cup, drops on one
knee, and serves it to him. Tom starts to take off his boots, but
 2nd Page stops him and does it for him. He tries to remove his
cape and gloves, and 3rd Page does it for him.) I wonder that
you do not try to breathe for me also! (Lies down cautiously.
Pages cover him with robe, then back away and exit.) I
3Tß*OHNß(to Hertford, as he enters). Plainly, what do you

think?
(ERTFORD Plainly, this. The King is near death, my nephew

the Prince of Wales is clearly mad and will mount the
throne mad. God protect England, for she will need it!
3Tß*OHN Does it not seem strange that madness could so


change his manner from what it used to be? It troubles me,
his saying he is not the Prince.

Iß

ß 2%!$).'ß!ß0,!9

2EREADßTHEßSTAGEßDIRECTIONSß
INßLINESß¯ß4HENßBRIEFLYß
DESCRIBEßWHATßTHEßTHREEß
PAGESßAREßDOING
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????

 0AGESßBOYSßWHOßACTßASßHELPERSßTOßANßIMPORTANTßPERSON
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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6/#!"5,!29

(ERTFORD Peace, my lord! If he were an impostor and called

4HEßWORDßIMPOSTORßIMß0/3ß
TER ßISßAßNOUNßTHATßMEANSßAß
PERSONßWHOßPRETENDSßTOßBEß
SOMEONEßELSEßTOßTRICKßOTHERSß

himself Prince, that would be natural. But was there ever an
impostor, who being called Prince by the King and court,
denied it? Never! This is the true Prince gone mad. And
tonight all London shall honor him. (Hertford and St. John
exit. Tom sits up, looks around helplessly, then gets up.)
4OM I should have thought to order something to eat.

ß #/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!
.OWßTHATßYOUßHAVEßFINISHEDß
READINGßTHEßFIRSTßSCENEßOFß
THEßPLAY ßBRIEFLYßDESCRIBEßTHEß
MAJORßCONFLICTSßTHATßTHEßTWOß
MAINßCHARACTERSßFACE
J

(sees bowl of nuts on table) Ah! Here are some nuts! (looks
 around, sees Great Seal in armor, takes it out, looks at it
curiously) This will make a good nutcracker. (He takes bowl
of nuts, sits on couch and begins to crack nuts with Great Seal
and eat them, as curtain falls.) J
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß 4HEßKINGßISßNEARßDEATHß(EßWANTSßTHEßPRINCEßTOß
BECOMEßKINGßANDßINHERITßTHEß'REATß3EALßOFß%NGLANDß4HEßKINGßASKSß
4OMßFORßTHEßSEAL ßBUTß4OMßDOESN´TßKNOWßWHEREßITßISß,ORDSß(ERTFORDß
ANDß3Tß*OHNßAREßSUREßTHEßPRINCEßISßNOTßANßIMPOSTORßBUTßHASßINSTEADß
LOSTßHISßMIND

4OM´Sß#ONFLICT

ß7HATßDOESßTHEßKINGßTELLß4OMßTOßDOßABOUTß4OM´Sß±ILLNESS²ß
5NDERLINEßTHEßSTATEMENTSßTHATßTELLßYOU

3#%.%ß47/
4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

4IME Later that night.
3ETTING A street in London, near Offal Court. Played before

the curtain.
!Tß#URTAINß2ISE Prince limps in, dirty and tousled. He looks

around wearily. Several Villagers pass by, pushing against
him. K
K
ß

ß 2%!$).'ß!ß0,!9

5NDERLINEßTHEßWORDSßTHATßTELLß
YOUßWHEREßANDßWHENßTHISß
SCENEßTAKESßPLACE
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0RINCE I have never seen this poor section of London. I

must be near Offal Court. If I can only find it before I
drop! (John Canty steps out of crowd, seizes Prince roughly.)

-ONITORß9OURß#OMPREHENSION

#ANTY Out at this time of night, and I warrant you haven’t

brought a farthing13 home! If that is the case and I do not
break all the bones in your miserable body, then I am not
John Canty!
0RINCEß(eagerly). Oh, are you his father?
#ANTY His father? I am your father, and—
0RINCE Take me to the palace at once, and your son will be


returned to you. The King, my father, will make you rich
beyond your wildest dreams. Oh, save me, for I am indeed
the Prince of Wales.
#ANTYß(staring in amazement). Gone stark mad! But mad or

not, I’ll soon find where the soft places lie in your bones.
Come home! (starts to drag Prince off )
0RINCEß(struggling). Let me go! I am the Prince of Wales,

and the King shall have your life for this!
#ANTYß(angrily). I’ll take no more of your madness! (raises

stick to strike, but Prince struggles free and runs off, and
 Canty runs after him) L
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß 4HEßPRINCEßTRIESßTOßFINDßWHEREß4OMßLIVESß(Eß
RUNSßINTOß4OM´SßFATHER ß*OHNß#ANTY ßWHOßMISTAKESßTHEßPRINCEßFORßHISß
SONß4HEßPRINCEßTELLSßHIMßWHOßHEßREALLYßIS ßBUTß*OHNß#ANTYßTHINKSß
HISßSONßHASßGONEßCRAZYß(EßTRIESßTOßHITßHIM ßBUTßTHEßPRINCEßESCAPES

ß #/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!
7HATßCONFLICTßDOESßTHEß
PRINCEßFACEßINßTHEßSECONDß
SCENEß"RIEFLYßDESCRIBEßITßINß
THEßBOXßBELOW
L

4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

3#%.%ß4(2%%
3ETTING Same as Scene 1, with addition of dining table, set

with dishes and goblets, on raised platform. Throne-like chair
is at head of table.
!Tß#URTAINß2ISE A banquet is in progress. Tom, in royal robes,

sits at head of table, with Hertford at his right and St. John

 FARTHINGß&!24(ßING ßAß"RITISHßCOINßWORTHßLESSßTHANßAßPENNY
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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at his left. Lords and Ladies sit around table eating and
talking softly.
4OMß(to Hertford). What is this, my Lord? (holds up a plate)
(ERTFORD Lettuce and turnips, Your Highness.


4OM Lettuce and turnips? I have never seen them before.

Am I to eat them?
6)35!,ß6/#!"5,!29

(ERTFORDß(discreetly). Yes, Your Highness, if you so desire.

!ßSCROLLßSKROHL ßISßAßLONGßROLLß
OFßPAPERßWITHßWRITINGßONßIT

(Tom begins to eat food with his fingers. Fanfare of trumpets
is heard, and Herald)14

2%!$).'ß!ß0,!9
2EREADßLINESß¯ß7HATß
IMPORTANTßINFORMATIONßDOß
READERSßGETßFROMßTHEßSTAGEß
DIRECTIONSßINßTHESEßLINES

(ERALDß(reading from scroll). His Majesty, King Henry

Mß

VIII, is dead! The King is dead! (All rise and turn to Tom,
who sits, stunned.) M
!LLß(together). The King is dead. Long live the King! Long

live Edward, King of England! (All bow to Tom. Herald
 bows and exits.)
(ERTFORDß(to Tom). Your Majesty, we must call the council.

Come, St. John. (Hertford and St. John lead Tom off at
rear. Lords and Ladies follow, talking among themselves.
At gates, down right, Villagers enter and mill about. Prince
enters right, pounds on gates and shouts.)
0RINCE Open the gates! I am the Prince of Wales! Open,

I say! And though I am friendless with no one to help me,
I will not be driven from my ground.15
-ILESß(ENDONß(entering through crowd). Though you


be Prince or not, you are indeed a gallant lad and not
friendless. Here I stand to prove it, and you might have a
worse friend than Miles Hendon.
STß6ILLAGER ’Tis another prince in disguise. Take the lad

and dunk him in the pond! (He seizes Prince, but Miles
strikes him with flat of his sword. Crowd, now angry, presses

 &ANFAREßOFßTRUMPETS   ßHERALDß4RUMPETSßSOUNDßTOßANNOUNCEßAßMESSENGER ß
WHOßUNROLLSßAßPIECEßOFßPAPERßANDßREADSßTHEßMESSAGEßFROMßIT
ßß DRIVENßFROMßMYßGROUNDßFORCEDßTOßLEAVE
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forward threateningly, when fanfare of trumpets is heard
offstage. Herald, carrying scroll, enters up left at gates.) N
(ERALD Make way for the King’s messenger! (reading from

scroll) His Majesty, King Henry VIII, is dead! The King is
 dead! (He exits right, repeating message, and Villagers stand
in stunned silence.)

Nß

#/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!
7HATßCONFLICTßDOESßTHEß
PRINCEßFACEßINßTHISßSCENEß)Sß
HEßANYßCLOSERßTOßSOLVINGßHISß
PROBLEM
4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

0RINCEß(stunned). The King is dead!
STß6ILLAGERß(shouting). Long live Edward, King of England!
6ILLAGERSß(together). Long live the King! (shouting, ad lib)

Long live King Edward! Heaven protect Edward, King of
England! (etc.)
-ILESß(taking Prince by the arm). Come, lad, before the

crowd remembers us. I have a room at the inn, and you can
stay there. (He hurries off with stunned Prince. Tom, led by
 Hertford, enters courtyard up rear. Villagers see them.)
6ILLAGERSß(together). Long live the King! (They fall to their

knees as curtains close.)

O

).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß !ßHERALD ßORßMESSENGER ßANNOUNCESßTHATßTHEß
KINGßISßDEADß0RINCEß%DWARD ßSTILLßDRESSEDßINß4OM´SßCLOTHES ßGOESßTOß
THEßPALACEßGATESßANDßSHOUTSßTHATßHEßISßTHEßTRUEßPRINCEß!ßVILLAGERß
GRABSßHIMßANGRILYß-ILES ßAßMANßINßTHEßCROWD ßSAVESßTHEßPRINCEß
FROMßTHEßVILLAGER

Oß

2%!$).'ß!ß0,!9
"ASEDßONßTHEßSTAGEß
DIRECTIONS ßWHOßISßONßSTAGEß
ATßTHEßENDßOFßTHISßSCENE ßANDß
WHATßAREßTHEYßDOING

ß
ß
ß

3#%.%ß&/52

ß

3ETTING Miles’ room at the inn. At right is table set with dishes

and bowls of food, a chair at each side. At left is bed, with
table and chair next to it, and a window. Candle is on table.
!Tß#URTAINß2ISE Miles and Prince approach table.

4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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-ILES I have had a hot supper prepared. I’ll bet you’re

hungry, lad.
0RINCE Yes, I am. It’s kind of you to let me stay with you,


Miles. I am truly Edward, King of England, and you shall
not go unrewarded. (sits at table)
-ILESß(to himself ). First he called himself Prince, and now

he is King. Well, I will humor16 him. (starts to sit)
0RINCEß(angrily). Stop! Would you sit in the presence of the

King?
-ILESß(surprised, standing up quickly). I beg your pardon,

Your Majesty. I was not thinking. (Stares uncertainly at
Prince, who sits at table, expectantly. Miles starts to uncover
dishes of food, serves Prince and fills glasses.)


0RINCE Miles, you have a gallant way about you. Are you

nobly born?
-ILES My father is a baronet,17 Your Majesty.
0RINCE Then you must also be a baronet.
-ILESß(shaking his head). My father banished me from

home seven years ago, so I fought in the wars. I was taken
prisoner, and I have spent the past seven years in prison.
Now I am free, and I am returning home.
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß -ILESßTAKESß0RINCEß%DWARDßTOßTHEßINNßWHEREßHEß
LIVESß-ILESßDOESßNOTßBELIEVEßTHEßPRINCEßISßWHOßHEßCLAIMSßTOßBE ßBUTß
HEßSTILLßTREATSßHIMßASßROYALTYß-ILESßTELLSßTHEßPRINCEßTHATßHISßFATHERß
SENTßHIMßAWAYßINßDISGRACEß-ILESßLOSTßHISßRANKßINßSOCIETY

0RINCE You have been shamefully wronged! But I will make

things right for you. You have saved me from injury and
 possible death. Name your reward and if it be within the
compass of my royal power, it is yours.
 HUMORßGOßALONGßWITH
ß BARONETßAßRANKßOFßHONORßINß"RITAIN ßBELOWßAßBARONßANDßABOVEßAßKNIGHT
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-ILESß(pausing briefly, then dropping to his knee). Since

Your Majesty is pleased to hold my simple duty worthy
of reward, I ask that I and my successors may hold the
privilege of sitting in the presence of the King.
0RINCEß(taking Miles’ sword, tapping him lightly on each

6/#!"5,!29
4HEßWORDßSUCCESSORßSUHKß
3%3ßER ßISßAßNOUNßTHATßMEANSß
AßPERSONßWHOßFOLLOWSß
ANOTHERßINßOFFICEßORßPOSITION

shoulder). Rise and seat yourself. (returns sword to Miles,
then rises and goes over to bed)
-ILES (rising). He should have been born a king. He plays


the part to a marvel! If I had not thought of this favor, I
might have had to stand for weeks. (sits down and begins
to eat)
0RINCE Sir Miles, you will stand guard while I sleep? (lies

down and instantly falls asleep)
-ILES Yes, Your Majesty. (With a rueful look at his uneaten

supper, he stands up.) Poor little chap. I suppose his mind
has been disordered with ill usage.18 (covers Prince with
his cape) Well, I will be his friend and watch over him.
(Blows out candle, then yawns, sits on chair next to bed, and
 falls asleep. John Canty and Hugo appear at window, peer
around room, then enter cautiously through window. They lift
the sleeping Prince, staring nervously at Miles.)

7HATßDOESß-ILESßASKßFORßASßAß
REWARDßFROMßTHEßPRINCEß7HYß
ISßTHISßAßWISEßCHOICEß"RIEFLYß
EXPLAINßBELOW
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????

#ANTYß(in loud whisper). I swore the day he was born he

would be a thief and a beggar, and I won’t lose him now.
Lead the way to the camp Hugo! (Canty and Hugo carry
Prince off right, as Miles sleeps on and curtain falls.) P
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß 4HEßPRINCEßWANTSßTOßREWARDß-ILESß-ILESßASKSß
FORßTHEßRIGHTßTOßSITßINßTHEßKING´SßPRESENCEß!SßTHEßPRINCEßANDß-ILESß
SLEEP ß4OM´SßFATHERßANDß(UGOßCOMEßINßTHROUGHßAßWINDOWß4HEYß
TAKEßTHEßPRINCEßAWAY

Pß

ß #/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!

#OMPLICATIONS ßORßADDITIONALß
PROBLEMSßTHATßAßCHARACTERß
MUSTßOVERCOME ßMAKEßTHEß
STORYßMOREßEXCITINGß(OWßHASß
THEßPRINCE´SßCONFLICTßBECOMEß
MOREßDIFFICULT
4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

ß$ISCUSSßWITHßAßPARTNERßWHATß0RINCEß%DWARDßWANTSßTOßREWARDß
-ILESßFOR

 DISORDEREDßWITHßILLßUSAGEßCONFUSEDßBECAUSEßOFßBADßTREATMENT
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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3#%.%ß&)6%
4IME : Two weeks later.
3ETTING Country village street.
"EFOREß#URTAINß2ISE Villagers walk about. Canty, Hugo,


and Prince enter.
#ANTY I will go in this direction. Hugo, keep my mad son

with you, and see that he doesn’t escape again! (exits)
(UGOß(seizing Prince by the arm). He won’t escape! I’ll see

that he earns his bread today, or else!
0RINCEß(pulling away). I will not beg with you, and I will not

steal! I have suffered enough in this miserable company of
thieves!
(UGO You shall suffer more if you do not do as I tell you!

(raises clenched fist at Prince) Refuse if you dare! (Woman
 enters, carrying wrapped bundle in a basket on her arm.)
Wait here until I come back. (Hugo sneaks along after
Woman, then snatches her bundle, runs back to Prince,
and thrusts it into his arms.) Run after me and call, “Stop,
thief!” But be sure you lead her astray! (Runs off. Prince
throws down bundle in disgust.)
7HATßISß(UGOßTRYINGßTOßDOß
$ISCUSSßTHISßWITHßAßPARTNER

7OMAN Help! Thief! Stop, thief! (rushes at Prince and

seizes him, just as several Villagers enter) You little thief!
What do you mean by robbing a poor woman? Somebody
bring the constable! (Miles enters and watches.)


STß6ILLAGERß(grabbing Prince). I’ll teach him a lesson, the

little villain!
0RINCEß(struggling). Take your hands off me! I did not rob

this woman!
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-ILES (stepping out of crowd and pushing man back with the

flat of his sword). Let us proceed gently, my friends. This is
a matter for the law.
0RINCE (springing to Miles’ side). You have come just in time,

Sir Miles. Carve this rabble to rags!19
-ILES Speak softly. Trust in me and all shall go well.


#ONSTABLE (entering and reaching for Prince). Come along,

young rascal!
-ILES Gently, good friend. He shall go peaceably to the

Justice.
0RINCE I will not go before a Justice! I did not do this thing!
-ILES (taking him aside). Sire, will you reject the laws of the

realm, yet demand that your subjects respect them?
0RINCE (calmer). You are right, Sir Miles. Whatever the King

requires a subject to suffer under the law, he will suffer
himself while he holds the station of a subject. (Constable
 leads them off right. Villagers follow. Curtain.) n ß
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß *OHNß#ANTYßSTILLßTHINKSß0RINCEß%DWARDßISßHISßSON ß
4OMß(EßASKSß(UGOßTOßWATCHßHIMß(UGOßROBSßAßWOMANßBUTßMAKESß
THEßPRINCEßLOOKßLIKEßTHEßTHIEFß!NGRYßVILLAGERSßCAPTUREßTHEßPRINCEß
-ILESßAPPEARSßANDßRESCUESßHIMßFROMßTHEMß!ßCONSTABLE ßORßPOLICEß
OFFICER ßTAKESßTHEßPRINCEßTOßJAILß

n
ß ß

#/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!

7HATßNEWßCOMPLICATIONSß
DOESßTHEßPRINCEßFACEß)SßHEß
GETTINGßANYßCLOSERßTOßSOLVINGß
HISßPROBLEM
4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

3#%.%ß3)8
3ETTING Office of the Justice. A high bench is at center.
!Tß#URTAINß2ISE Justice sits behind bench. Constable enters

with Miles and Prince, followed by Villagers. Woman carries
wrapped bundle.

 #ARVEßTHISßRABBLEßTOßRAGSßTHEßPRINCEßASKSß-ILESßTOßATTACKßTHEßCROWDßWITHßHISß
SWORD
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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#ONSTABLE (to Justice). A young thief, your worship, is

accused of stealing a dressed pig from this poor woman.
*USTICE (looking down at Prince, then Woman). My good

woman, are you absolutely certain this lad stole your pig?
7OMAN It was none other than he, your worship.


*USTICE Are there no witnesses to the contrary? (All shake

their heads.) Then the lad stands convicted. (to Woman)
What do you hold this property to be worth?
7OMAN Three shillings and eight pence, your worship.
*USTICE (leaning down to Woman). Good woman, do you

know that when one steals a thing above the value of
thirteen pence, the law says he shall hang for it?
7OMAN (upset). Oh, what have I done? I would not hang

the poor boy for the whole world! Save me from this, your
worship. What can I do?


*USTICE (gravely). You may revise the value, since it is not yet

written in the record.
7OMAN Then call the pig eight pence, your worship.
*USTICE So be it. You may take your property and go.

(Woman starts off, and is followed by Constable. Miles
follows them cautiously down right.)
#ONSTABLE (stopping Woman). Good woman, I will buy your

pig from you. (takes coins from pocket) Here is eight pence.
7OMAN Eight pence! It cost me three shillings and eight

pence!
7HYßISßTHEßCONSTABLEßABLEßTOß
BUYßTHEßPIGßFORßSUCHßAßLOWß
PRICEß$ISCUSSßTHISßQUESTIONß
WITHßAßPARTNER
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#ONSTABLE Indeed! Then come back before his worship and

answer for this. The lad must hang!
7OMAN No! No! Say no more. Give me the eight pence

and hold your peace. (Constable hands her coins and
takes pig. Woman exits, angrily. Miles returns to bench.)

-ONITORß9OURß#OMPREHENSION

*USTICE The boy is sentenced to a fortnight in the common

jail. Take him away, Constable! (Justice exits. Prince gives
Miles a nervous glance.)
-ILES (following Constable). Good sir, turn your back a

moment and let the poor lad escape. He is innocent.


#ONSTßABLE (outraged). What? You say this to me? Sir, I

arrest you in—
-ILES Do not be so hasty! (slyly) The pig you have

purchased for eight pence may cost you your neck, man.
#ONSTABLEß(laughing nervously). Ah, but I was merely jesting

with the woman, sir.
-ILES Would the Justice think it a jest?
#ONSTABLE Good sir! The Justice has no more sympathy

with a jest than a dead corpse! (perplexed) Very well, I will
turn my back and see nothing! But go quickly! (exits)


-ILESß(to Prince). Come, my liege.20 We are free to go.

And that band of thieves shall not set hands on you again,
I swear it!
0RINCEß(wearily). Can you believe, Sir Miles, that in the

last fortnight, I, the King of England, have escaped from
thieves and begged for food on the road? I have slept in
a barn with a calf! I have washed dishes in a peasant’s
kitchen, and narrowly escaped death. And not once in all
my wanderings did I see a courier21 searching for me! Is it
no matter for commotion and distress that the head of state
 is gone?
-ILESß(sadly, aside). Still busy with his pathetic dream.

(to Prince) It is strange indeed, my liege. But come, I will
take you to my father’s home in Kent. We are not far away.
There you may rest in a house with seventy rooms! Come,

 MYßLIEGEßLEEJ ßMYßLORD ßORßRULER
ßß COURIERß+52ßEEßER ßMESSENGER
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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Rß

I am all impatience to be home again! (They exit, Miles in
cheerful spirits, Prince looking puzzled, as curtains close.) R

ß #/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!

4HEßPRINCEßISßSTILLßTRYINGß
TOßGETßBACKßTOßHISßOLDßLIFE ß
BUTßINßTHISßSCENEßHEßHASßTOß
OVERCOMEßANOTHERßPROBLEMß
"RIEFLYßDESCRIBEßWHATßTHATß
PROBLEMßISßANDßHOWßIT´Sß
SOLVED

).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß !ßJUDGEßFINDSßTHEßPRINCEßGUILTYßOFßSTEALINGßAßPIGß
(EßSENTENCESßHIMßTOßTWOßWEEKSßINßJAILß-ILESßASKSßTHEßCONSTABLEßTOß
RELEASEßTHEßPRINCEßBECAUSEßHEßISßINNOCENTß4HEßCONSTABLEßAGREESß
-ILESßANDßTHEßPRINCEßGOßTOß-ILES´ßFAMILYßHOME

ß$ISCUSSßWITHßAßPARTNERßWHATßTHEßWOMANßWHOßWASßROBBEDßDOESß
TOßSAVEßTHEßPRINCEßFROMßBEINGßHANGEDß

4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

3#%.%ß3%6%.
3ETTING : Village jail. Bare stage, with barred window on one

wall.
!Tß#URTAINß2ISE Two Prisoners, in chains, are onstage. Jailer


shoves Miles and Prince, in chains, onstage. They struggle and
protest.
-ILES But I tell you, I am Miles Hendon! My brother, Sir

Hugh, has stolen my bride and my estate!
*AILER Be silent! Impostor! Sir Hugh will see that you pay

well for claiming to be his dead brother and for assaulting
him in his own house! (exits)
-ILES (sitting, with head in hands). Oh, my dear Edith

. . . now wife to my brother Hugh, against her will, and my
poor father . . . dead!


STß0RISONER At least you have your life, sir. I am sentenced

to be hanged for killing a deer in the King’s park.
$OßYOUßTHINKßIT´SßGOODßFORßTHEß
PRINCEßTOßSPENDßTIMEßWITHßHISß
PEOPLEß$ISCUSSßTHISßQUESTIONß
WITHßAßPARTNER



%,, !$!04%$ ).4%2!#4)6% 2%!$%2

NDß0RISONER And I must hang for stealing a yard of cloth to

dress my children.
0RINCE (moved; to Prisoners). When I mount my throne,

you shall all be free. And the laws that have dishonored you
shall be swept from the books. (turning away) Kings should
go to school to learn their own laws and be merciful.

-ONITORß9OURß#OMPREHENSION

STß0RISONER What does the lad mean? I have heard that the

King is mad, but merciful.


NDß0RISONER He is to be crowned at Westminster

tomorrow.
0RINCE (violently). King? What King, good sir?
STß0RISONER Why, we have only one, his most sacred

majesty, King Edward the Sixth.
NDß0RISONER And whether he be mad or not, his praises are

Sß

ß #/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!

7HATßDOESßTHEßPRINCEß
SUSPECTßHASßHAPPENEDß(OWß
DOESßTHISßCHANGEßHISßCONFLICT ß
ORßPROBLEM
4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

on all men’s lips. He has saved many innocent lives, and
now he means to destroy the cruelest laws that oppress the
people.
0RINCE (turning away, shaking his head). How can this be?


Surely it is not that little beggar boy! (Sir Hugh enters with
Jailer.) S
3IRß(UGH Seize the impostor!
-ILES (as Jailer pulls him to his feet). Hugh, this has gone far

enough!
3IRß(UGH You will sit in the public stocks for two hours,

and the boy would join you if he were not so young. See
to it, jailer, and after two hours, you may release them.
Meanwhile, I ride to London for the coronation! (Sir Hugh
exits and Miles is hustled out by Jailer.)


0RINCE Coronation! What does he mean? There can be no

coronation without me! (curtain falls.)
6)35!,ß6/#!"5,!29
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß -ILESßANDß0RINCEß%DWARDßVISITß-ILES´ßBROTHER ß
3IRß(UGHß3IRß(UGHßSAYSßTHATß-ILESßISßANßIMPOSTORßPRETENDINGßTOßBEß
HISßBROTHER ßANDß-ILESßANDßTHEßPRINCEßAREßTAKENßTOßJAILß-ILESßSAYSß
3IRß(UGHßSTOLEß-ILES´ßFUTUREßWIFEßANDßLANDß4HEßPRINCEßHEARSßTHATß
4OMßISßABOUTßTOßBEßCROWNEDßASßKINGß

ß7HATßDOESßTHEßPRINCEßPROMISEßTOßDOßFORßTHEßOTHERßPRISONERSß

4HEßPUBLICßSTOCKSßSTOKS ßAREß
AßHEAVYßWOODENßFRAMEßWITHß
HOLESßFORßAßPERSON´SßFEETßORß
HANDSß0UTTINGßSOMEONEß
INßTHEßPUBLICßSTOCKSßWASßAß
HARSHßPUNISHMENTßMEANTßTOß
SHAMEßAßPERSON

WHENßHEßBECOMESßKINGß5NDERLINEßTHEßSTATEMENTSßTHATßTELLßYOU

4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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3#%.%ß%)'(4
4IME Coronation Day.
3ETTING Outside gates of Westminster Abbey, played before

curtain. Painted screen or flat at rear represents Abbey.
Throne is in center. Bench is near it.
!Tß#URTAINß2ISE Lords and Ladies crowd Abbey. Outside gates,

Guards drive back cheering Villagers, among them Miles.
-ILES (distraught). I’ve lost him! Poor little chap! He has

been swallowed up in the crowd! (Fanfare of trumpets is
 heard, then silence. Hertford, St. John, Lords and Ladies
enter slowly, in a procession, followed by Pages, one of whom
carries crown on a small cushion. Tom follows procession,
looking about nervously. Suddenly, Prince, in rags, steps out
from crowd, his hand raised.)
0RINCE I forbid you to set the crown of England upon that

head. I am the King!
(ERTFORD Seize the little vagabond!
4OM I forbid it! He is the King! (kneels before Prince) Oh,

my lord the King, let poor Tom Canty be the first to say,
 “Put on your crown and enter into your own right again.”
(Hertford and several Lords look closely at both boys.)
(ERTFORD This is strange indeed. (to Tom) By your favor,

sir, I wish to ask certain questions of this lad.
0RINCE I will answer truly whatever you may ask, my lord.
(ERTFORD But if you have been well trained, you may

answer my questions as well as our lord the King. I need a
definite proof. (thinks a moment) Ah! Where lies the Great
Seal of England? It has been missing for weeks, and only
the true Prince of Wales can say where it lies.


4OM Wait! Was the seal round and thick, with letters

engraved on it? (Hertford nods.) I know where it is, but it
was not I who put it there. The rightful King shall tell you.
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(to Prince) Think, my King, it was the very last thing you did
that day before you rushed out of the palace wearing my rags.
0RINCE (pausing). I recall how we exchanged clothes, but

have no recollection of hiding the Great Seal.
4OM (eagerly). Remember when you saw the bruise on my

hand, you ran to the door, but first you hid this thing you
call the Seal.


0RINCE (suddenly). Ah! I remember! (to St. John) Go, my

good St. John, and you shall find the Great Seal in the
armor that hangs on the wall in my chamber. (St. John
hesitates, but at a nod from Tom, hurries off.)
4OM (pleased). Right, my King! Now the scepter of

England is yours again. (St. John returns in a moment with
Great Seal.)

6)35!,ß6/#!"5,!29
!ßSCEPTERß3%0ßTER ßISßAß
SYMBOLßOFßAßRULER´SßPOWER

!LL (shouting). Long live Edward, King of England! (Tom

takes off his cape and throws it over Prince’s rags. Trumpet
fanfare is heard. St. John takes crown and places it on Prince.
 All kneel.) T
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß 0RINCEß%DWARDßAPPEARSßATß4OM´SßCROWNINGßANDß
DECLARESßTHATßHE ßNOTß4OM ßISßTHEßREALßKINGß4OMßAGREESß4OßPROVEß
THEßPRINCE´SßTRUEßIDENTITY ß(ERTFORDßASKSßHIMßWHEREßTHEß'REATß3EALß
OFß%NGLANDßISß4OMßHELPSßTHEßPRINCEßREMEMBERßWHEREßTHEßPRINCEß
HIDßITß4HEßPRINCEßOFFICIALLYßBECOMESßTHEßKINGß

Tß

ß #/.&,)#4ß).ß$2!-!

(AVEß4OMßANDßTHEßPRINCEß
SOLVEDßTHEIRßCONFLICTS ßORß
PROBLEMSß(OWßDIDßTHEYß
DOßITß"RIEFLYßDESCRIBEßWHATß
HAPPENED
4OM´Sß#ONFLICT

(ERTFORD Let the small impostor be flung into the Tower! 22
0RINCEß(firmly). I will not have it so. But for him, I would not

have my crown. (to Tom) My poor boy, how was it that you
could remember where I hid the Seal, when I could not?

4HEß0RINCE´Sß#ONFLICT

4OMß (embarrassed). I did not know what it was, my King,

and I used it to . . . to crack nuts. (All laugh, and Tom steps
back. Miles steps forward, staring in amazement.)
 THEß4OWERßAßFAMOUSß,ONDONßJAIL
4(% 02).#% !.$ 4(% 0!50%2
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-ILES Is he really the King? Is he indeed the sovereign of

7HYßISß-ILESßSOßUPSETßBYßTHISß
NEWSß$ISCUSSßTHISßQUESTIONß
WITHßAßPARTNER

England, and not the poor and friendless Tom o’ Bedlam23
 I thought he was? (He sinks down on bench.) I wish I had a
bag to hide my head in!

STß'UARDß(rushing up to him). Stand up, you mannerless

clown! How dare you sit in the presence of the King!
0RINCE Do not touch him! He is my trusty servant, Miles

Hendon, who saved me from shame and possible death. For
his service, he owns the right to sit in my presence.
-ILESß(bowing, then kneeling). Your Majesty!
0RINCE Rise, Sir Miles. I command that Sir Hugh Hendon,

who sits within this hall, be seized and put under lock and
 key until I have need of him. (beckons to Tom) From what I
have heard, Tom Canty, you have governed the realm with
royal gentleness and mercy in my absence. Henceforth, you
shall hold the honorable title of King’s Ward!24 (Tom kneels
and kisses Prince’s hand.) And because I have suffered with
the poorest of my subjects and felt the cruel force of unjust
laws, I pledge myself to a reign of mercy for all! (All bow
low, then rise.)
!LLß(shouting). Long live the King! Long live Edward, King

of England! (curtain)
).ß/4(%2ß7/2$3ß (ERTFORDßWANTSßTOßTHROWß4OMßINßJAILßASß
ANßIMPOSTORß4HEßPRINCEßREFUSES ßPLACINGßHIMßUNDERßHISßROYALß
PROTECTIONßASßHISßWARDß-ILESßREALIZESßTHEßTRUTHßABOUTßTHEßPRINCEß
4HEßPRINCEßHASß-ILES´ßBROTHERß3IRß(UGHßARRESTEDß

ß$ISCUSSßWITHßAßPARTNERßHOWßTHEßPRINCE´SßEXPERIENCESßOUTSIDEßTHEß
PALACEßCHANGEßTHEßWAYßHEßSAYSßHEßWILLßRULEßASßKING

 4OMßO´"EDLAMßAßPERSONßWHOßISßMENTALLYßILLß"EDLAMßWASßTHEßNAMEßOFßAß
,ONDONßHOSPITALßFORßMENTALLYßILLßPEOPLE
ß +ING´Sß7ARDßAßPERSONßPLACEDßUNDERßTHEßPROTECTIONßORßCAREßOFßTHEßKINGß



%,, !$!04%$ ).4%2!#4)6% 2%!$%2

!FTERß2EADING
4EXTß!NALYSISß#ONFLICTßINß$RAMA
4HEß0RINCEßANDßTHEß0AUPERßDESCRIBESßWHATßHAPPENSßWHENßAßPRINCEß
TRADESßPLACESßWITHßAßPOORß%NGLISHßBOYß!FTERßSWITCHINGßPLACES ßTHEßTWOß
BOYSßSTRUGGLEßTOßGETßBACKßTOßTHEIRßNORMALßLIVESß,OOKßOVERßTHEßNOTESß
YOUßTOOKßASßYOUßREADßTHEßPLAYß4HEN ßFILLßINßTHEßCHARTßBELOW ßEXPLAININGß
THEßCONFLICTSßTHATßEACHßCHARACTERßFACESßANDßHOWßTHOSEßCONFLICTSßAREß
RESOLVED
#HARACTER

0RINCE

0AUPER

#ONFLICTßß
7HATßPROBLEMßDOESß
THEßCHARACTERßFACE

2ESOLUTIONßß
(OWßISßHISßPROBLEMß
SOLVED

/UTCOMEßß
7HATßHAPPENSßTOßEACHß
BOYßATßTHEßENDßOFßTHEß
PLAY

7HATßDOESßTHEßPRINCEßLEARNßABOUTßHISßKINGDOMßASßHEßSTRUGGLESßTOßGETß
HISßIDENTITYßBACKß7HATßDOßYOUßTHINKß4OMßLEARNSßDURINGßHISßBRIEFßTIMEß
ASßPRINCEßANDßTHENßKING
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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!FTERß2EADING
2EADINGß3TRATEGYß2EADINGßAß0LAY
2EVIEWßYOURßNOTESßABOUTßSTAGEßDIRECTIONSß#HOOSEßONEßEXAMPLEßOFß
EACHßTYPEßOFßSTAGEßDIRECTIONßFROMßTHEßPLAY ßANDßEXPLAINßHOWßITßHELPEDß
YOUßBETTERßUNDERSTANDßTHEßPLAY´SßACTION
4YPEßOFß$IRECTION

%XAMPLE

(OWß)Tß(ELPS

3ETTING ß3CENERY ß0ROPS

-USIC ß3OUNDß%FFECTS ß
,IGHTING

#HARACTERS´ß
-OVEMENTS ß"EHAVIOR ß
ORß7AYSßOFß3PEAKING

Who would you BE if you could?
7HATßDOESß4HEß0RINCEßANDßTHEß0AUPERßTEACHßREADERSßABOUTßWANTINGßTOß
BEßSOMEONEßELSE
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

6OCABULARYß0RACTICE
#IRCLEßßTHEßLETTERßOFßTHEßWORDßORßPHRASEßTHATßBESTßCOMPLETESßEACHß
SENTENCEßBELOW
ßß !ßPAUPERßISßAßA ßROBBERßB ßPOORßPERSONßC ßRULER
ßß 3OMEONEßSUFFERINGßFROMßANßAFFLICTIONßNEEDSßA ßEDUCATIONßB ßHELPß
C ßTROUBLE
ßß !NßIMPOSTORßISßAßA ßDESIGNERßB ßFAKEßC ßHELPERß
ßß 4HEßCOACH´SßSUCCESSORßWILLßA ßASSISTßATßGAMESßB ßKEEPßSCOREßß
C ßCOACHßTHEßTEAMßNEXT
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!CADEMICß6OCABULARYßINß3PEAKING
4HEßWORDßAFFECTßUHß&%+4 ßISßAßVERBßTHATßMEANSßTOßACTßONßSOMETHINGßORß
CAUSEßAßCHANGEß
4HEßSCIENTISTßWANTEDßTOßKNOWßHOWßAßCHANGEßINßTEMPERATUREßWOULDß
AFFECTßTHEßCHEMICALS
4HEßVERBßAFFECTßISßOFTENßCONFUSEDßWITHßTHEßNOUNßEFFECTß"OTHßWORDSß
AREßPRONOUNCEDßTHEßSAMEßWAYß!NßEFFECTßUHß&%+4 ßISßSOMETHINGßTHATßISß
MADEßTOßHAPPENßORßAßRESULTß
4HEßCOACHßKNEWßTHATßHISßSPEECHßWOULDßHAVEßTHEßRIGHTßEFFECTßANDß
THATßTHEßTEAMßWOULDßPLAYßHARDERß
!FFECTßISßALMOSTßALWAYSßUSEDßASßAßVERB ßANDßEFFECTßISßNORMALLYßUSEDßASß
AßNOUNß+NOWINGßTHATßWILLßHELPßYOUßCHOOSEßTHEßCORRECTßSPELLINGß
QROK>KAQ>IH (OWßDOßYOUßTHINKßTHISßEXPERIENCEßWILLßAFFECTßTHEß
PRINCEßANDßHOWßHEßRULESßASßKINGß$ISCUSSßTHISßWITHßAßPARTNER ßANDßTRYßTOß
USEßTHEßVERBßAFFECTßINßYOURßDISCUSSIONß

!SSESSMENTß0RACTICE
$)2%#4)/.3ß 5SEß4HEß0RINCEßANDßTHEß0AUPERßTOßANSWERßQUESTIONSß¯
ß 4HEßPRINCEßANDß4OMßREALIZEßTHATßTHEYßLOOKß
ALIKEßWHENßTHEYß°
!
"
#
$

FIRSTßMEETß
MEETßAGAINßATßTHEßPLAY´SßEND
AREßEACHßHITßBYßAßGUARD
LOOKßINßTHEßMIRRORßAFTERßTRADINGßCLOTHES

ß 7HATßELEMENTßOFßDRAMAßGIVESßREADERSß
INFORMATIONßTHATßTHEYßWOULDßNORMALLYßSEEßORß
HEARßDURINGßAßPERFORMANCEß
!
"
#
$

#HARACTERS
0LOT
3TAGEßDIRECTIONS
#ONFLICT

ß 4HEßMAINßCONFLICTSßINßTHISßPLAYßAREßABOUTß°ß
! ß GIVINGßUPßONE´SßIDENTITYßANDßNOTßBEINGß
ABLEßTOßRECLAIMßITß
" ß GIVINGßUPßAßRICHßLIFESTYLEßANDßWANTINGß
ITßBACK
# ß LEARNINGßTHEßTRUTHßABOUTßHOWßPEOPLEß
WITHßLITTLEßORßNOßMONEYßAREßTREATEDß
$ ß LEARNINGßTHEßTRUTHßABOUTßHOWßAßROYALß
COURTßOPERATES
ß 4HEßPLAY´SßMAINßCONFLICTSßAREßRESOLVEDß
WHENß°
! ß 4OMßFINDSßTHEß'REATß3EALß
" ß THEßPRINCEßTELLSß3Tß*OHNßWHEREßTOßFINDß
THEß'REATß3EAL
# ß -ILESßRETURNSßTHEßPRINCEßTOßTHEßROYALß
COURTß
$ ß 4OMßRETURNSßTOß/FFALß#OURT
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